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2016 was a year of growth for New Zealand Disc Golf.  A busy year saw many great 
tournaments held up and down the country.  In the South the lively Queenstown and  Wanaka 
regions saw well organised clubs providing members great participation opportunities.   They 
continue to show NZ regions the way forward in growing the game. It also showed in the turnout 
for the National Championship at Tuckers Beach where Hemi and his crew put on a fine event 
and showcased the depth and quality of players and environments the South Island has to offer.  
 
Across the Tour we also saw an elevating participation and quality of play.  In the North Island 
the annual Match Play Championship saw the first NZDG event held at the beautiful Te Henga 
(Bethells) course on the bush-clad Western fringe of  Auckland.  A stunning environment and 
challenging course that will hopefully see many more tournaments in future years.  
 
Overall our numbers are up in players and tournaments.  An unprecedented 18 sanctioned 
tournaments in the 2016 year gave numerous opportunities to play our game in a regulated, 
competitive environment across the country,  for 182 individual players,  many of whom who 
played numerous tournaments.  A special callout goes to our GrandMasters Jenny Joynt (WGM) 
and Quentin Golder (SGM) for each attending 10 events!  And the quality improved with the 
points tally required to make the top 16 Match Play event reaching as unprecedented 213.  
 
Perhaps the most rewarding aspect of the last year was the decision to send a New Zealand 
team to the inaugural WFDF/PDGA Disc Golf World Team Championships held in Vancouver. 
The team of Simon Feasey, Pete Boyle, Kyle Martin, Hayley May Flintoft, Siep van Vliet, Hazen 
Simson, Gemma Sullivan and Jackson Sullivan made themselves and New Zealand Disc Golf 
proud by securing second place.  That result was achieved after Gemma sank a fine putt to 
force a  playoff for a place in the gold medal match against the host nation (who’s 4000 plus 
playing numbers dwarf our own).   With glory on the line Simon drove to simple putting distance 
and in so doing put too much pressure on the Canadian player who, while recovering a poor 
drive to par, could not match Simon’s birdie.  That guaranteed at least a silver medal which the 
US, powerhouse of world disc golf, were all too happy to allow us.  
 
I have had feedback from various quarters that this was not just a great experience for the 
individuals involved and good for the world standing of New Zealand Disc Golf, but what the 
national body should be all about.  In reality the tyranny of distance (‘last, loneliest, loveliest’) 
also renders us costliest.  
 
We will once again seek approval of the membership at the AGM to support a further team 
challenge this year by paying the entry fee on behalf of the players.  This year will see the event 



held in Colchester, England meaning the costs placed on travelling individuals will be 
considerable.  Moreover, the organisers anticipate the event will attract not six but 24 individual 
countries.  The proximity to Europe means that continent with its tens of thousands of players 
are likely to produce great teams. Like last year we will require another considerable fundraising 
drive to assist with any team.   Further participation may have to be considered in the light of 
those realities and perhaps our ongoing results.  
 
The big advance on our tour (and one which we are keen to see used by all tour events) is our 
new handicap system.  By having our own handicap (which uses the player’s performance over 
5 rounds against the field,  and then becomes further refined with more data), each player can 
be in contention for a handicap win in any event.  This will add a new draw to the Tour. 
Whereas previously the arrival of a Simon Feasey, or now Jackson Sullivan would relegate most 
players to also ran status, every tournament will be live for all payers who perform outstandingly 
relative to their known ability.  
 
The NZDG wishes to thank Mario Cerniar our current board member who has built this system 
from scratch and given us this new and attractive facility.  It is for this reason that I am 
nominating him for the Contribution to Disc Golf award this year 
 
Following what I hope will be acceptance at this years AGM we will also be instituting a social 
media policy.  This will see a $50 rebate from the collected NZDG fees from any sanctioned tour 
event to the TD.  In return the TD or more likely an enlisted helper will have the duty to make 
social media postings during and immediately after each event.  The NZDG Facebook page will 
then see an official feed advising news, attendance, results and hopefully some cracking 
photos.  
 
We finished the year with an unusual ladder with a Master and a Junior player taking the first 
and second positions before the first of the Open Players.  Congratulations then to those 
players who gave everybody else someone to chase this year. In Womans, an incredibly tight 
race saw Gemma Sullivan just shade Hayley May Flintoft.  Juniors and second overall went to 
Ben Wiel-Lake, Open to Hemi Te Awhitu, Masters and Outright Winner to Simon Feasey, Grand 
Masters Nigel Hailstone, and Senior Grand Masters to Bob Gentil.  
 
So thanks to all those who have invested their time and energy in our sport, whether as TD’s 
and course assistants, or undertaking administrative, creative and related services to their clubs 
and courses and our Tour.  Your efforts are most appreciated. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the efforts of the executive at the helm of NZ Disc Golf.  We 
have been so lucky to have a group of people with energy, ability and enthusiasm giving their 
time, often numerous hours, for the betterment of our sport.  Simon’s efforts in leading the 
fundraising and organisational component of the NZ travelling team and much else, Martin’s 
efforts in constructing the calendar, amending the Tour’s playing conditions and providing 
impetus for meetings and minutes, and perhaps most significant for our sport, Mario’s 



aforementioned creation of a national handicap system.  I wish also to thank our accountant 
Eden Thomas who not only provides her time without fee, but also contributed sponsorship to 
the Flying Kiwi’s.  Thank you all. 
 
And finally a big thank you to those others who put their hands in their pockets to assist our 
representative team to the World Champs in Vancouver. Their generosity is most appreciated.  
 
On behalf of the NZDGA Board 
Nigel Hailstone 
 


