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First off a big thank you is due. Our sport is an amateur sport with many people who love our 
game freely giving their time and energy to see it prosper.  I particularly wish to thank the board 
of the NZDGA who spend the time they do organising and administering the needs of an 
incorporated society, its banking, accounting and insurance needs.  They meet to discuss future 
ventures and issues of the moment be they opportunities, concerns or just making our sport 
work.  And, of course the NZDGA runs the National Disc Golf Tour and in doing so creates the 
environment for the highest competition in this country our sport enjoys. 

All of that would be pointless without the equally generous efforts of the Tournament Directors 
and all their helpers up and down the country who put on the events that when sanctioned 
(meet our Tour Event Criteria and find a place on our calendar) create our Tour.  A very special 
thank you also to those TD’s who undertake to organise the NZDGA owned events being the 
National Champs, the North and South Island Champs and the Matchplay Championship.  We 
have a growing sport and along with an ever developing history we are developing across the 
country the institutional capacity to see that it prospers. 

As always the opportunity exists for all the lovers of our game to support it not just by playing, 
but helping the club that runs the events you enjoy.  So whether as a course assistant, a TD, a 
club administrator or a national  administrator, step up, become involved because you enable 
our great sport. 

It is because of the efforts of those mentioned above that we had our biggest year with 
individual player numbers up to 228 an increase from the 182 who played the tour in 2016.  
Of course those figures do not represent all those who are playing the game locally with the rise 
of clubs across the country.  While the lower South Island is showing great progress with the 
number of active clubs and courses ever expanding, (Invercargill, Dunedin, Queenstown, 
Twizel, Wanaka, Christchurch, Timaru…) elsewhere enthusiasm for our sport is taking new 
directions.  The small (9 hole) course in Henderson sees so many new faces the practice of 
playing the 9 backward to achieve an 18 is rarely possible.  It is that course and Woodhill that 
has seen numbers grow and the subsequent creation of an Auckland Tour where the ½ dozen 
public and private courses scattered around Auckland see tournament play.  This model as well 
as introducing casual players to more formal play also sees the Auckland Tour coincide events 
with the National Tour with pleasing results.  The 2018 Waiheke tournament had twice the 
participation of the previous year with the Auckland Tour players jockeying for points, bag tags 
and bragging rights.  Great work guys. 



Also of note was the fantastic performance of the team the NZDGA sent to Colchester England 
to represent our country’s players at the WFDF (World Flying Disc Federation) World Team 
Champs.  While New Zealand surprised themselves and the disc golf world with the second 
place they achieved in 2016 in Vancouver, the task was to be much more difficult when as a 
known quantity and against a much bigger field of participating nations they arrived in the UK.  

Ably led by team captain Simon Feasey, team selections were made from a large team of 
travellers who would find themselves after four days of competition in a top four position.   After 
a loss to the powerful team of Finns in the morning a bronze medal playoff saw the ‘Flying Kiwis’ 
pitted against the up and coming Estonians.  In case you didn’t know disc golf has gone viral in 
the Baltic states with Estonia deep under the spell.  They have pro tournaments each week of 
the year and their love of the game sees them even play (with ribboned discs) throughout the 
snowclad months. 

The two teams sent out four matches in an alternate drive alternate shot match play format. 
When the teams returned the score was 2 matches apiece with the countback being on the 
score of the master/junior pairing each team fielded.  Luckily for us our rampant junior Ben 
Wiel-Lake was much the best of the foursome and anchored a 5&4 demolition of the Estonian 
pairing.     Bronze was a mighty achievement for New Zealand on the world stage. 
Congratulations to all those involved.  It certainly validates the cost incurred by our national 
body when we see our players performing and achieving so highly.  It should be noted that we 
are now ranked by the WFDF as the third ranked disc golf nation.  Quite right. 

It will be at least two years until the Team Worlds is run again in an as yet to be determined 
location.  The NZDGA board  has already made representation to WFDF that we are prepared 
to host such an event on one of our many superb courses.  We await their response. 

All players should note that once they have played 5 tournament rounds they will be credited 
with an NZDG handicap which means they get the chance to compete on an equal standing 
with the whole field.  We look forward to the handicap and open prizes being contested and 
acknowledged in all sanctioned events. 

Finally a heartfelt thanks to all those sponsors who supported NZDGA in the year particularly in 
providing uniforms and helping with the costs of those who travelled to Colchester to represent 
NZ.  A  very special thank you goes to Eden Thomas who not only provides us with accounting 
services pro bono but also made a significant sponsorship contribution to our travelling team. 

On behalf of the NZDGA Board 
Nigel Hailstone 




